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Charlene McMann-Seaman is the President of the Chicago Chapter and is one of the Chapter’s founding board members.  Since her husband Scott was diagnosed with NHL, she has been active in lymphoma fundraising, patient advocacy, and education.  Her work on behalf of cancer patients, however, goes back many more years.  

Scott recalls how Charlene helped propel the Chicago Chapter in the beginning.  “Charlene became impatient after we had a couple of meetings without any action so I went around the table and appointed officers and board members and we were in business.  A couple of meetings later, there was some concern that there may not be enough time to get our initial fundraiser off the ground so the board voted to defer it.  Charlene insisted that we proceed with the event rather than just sitting around and talking about curing cancer.  She asked me to do some lobbying and the event went forward and was successful.”

In 2003, when no one else was willing to chair a 5K walk/run for lymphoma, Charlene stepped up and she chaired the event.  Chicago held the first ever Lymphomathon that year and the rest is history.  Charlene notes:  “it is amazing to see the impact we are having.  We have raised about $1.5 million from our walks in Chicago and this year there will be 17 across the country.  The Lymphomathon brings out the hero in everyone.  Equally important, many people have contacted us because of the publicity and we have provided them with information regarding doctors and treatments.  Many of these people have joined forces with us.”  Charlene’s voice was the first to hit the airwaves in Chicago for LRF when she recorded a public service announcement that aired on WBBM News Radio 78.  Charlene decided to interview people at the walk one year and Scott turned the footage into a promotional tape for LRF’s Lymphomathons across the country.  

Charlene’s connection to LRF was through two of the organization’s founders Barbara and Jerry Freundlich.  “When Scott was diagnosed there was very little information available.  I contacted Barbara in New York and she provided hope and information.  I told her to let me know if she ever wanted to do something in Chicago.  I never thought a few years later Barbara, Jerry, and hundreds of others would be joining us for the first ever Lymphomathon right here in Chicago!”   

As Chapter President, Charlene has promoted an agenda of growth, diversity, and outreach.  She has built relationships with people, health care providers, and other organizations.  She applies her corporate executive background to the Chapter and encourages members to participate and take the initiative.       

Charlene’s fundraising work on galas and the Lymphomathons has been amazing.  Yet, Charlene’s passion really lies in the areas of public policy and patient advocacy.  She regularly communicates with senators, congressmen, and officials promoting the blood cancer agenda.  Over the years, Charlene has befriended many people with cancer, providing information, assistance, and compassion.  Charlene is a tremendous champion for people with blood cancer.

Scott Seaman is a partner in the law firm of Meckler Bulger & Tilson LLP.  He is a perennial “Superlawyer,” representing companies, insurers, and reinsurers in trials, appeals, and arbitrations across the country.  He also is a prolific author and speaker.  Before being diagnosed with NHL, he never imagined that he would be engaged in the battle to eradicate lymphoma.  He credits his wife, LRF Chicago President Charlene, for saving his life, getting him though rigorous treatments, and for “dragging” him in to LRF.   

As one of the Chapter’s founding board members, Scott recalls the Chapter’s humble beginnings: “LRF itself was new and we knew that we would have to set the pace.  There were a few committed families with a lot of passion, but no budget.  We serve as the template for the foundation’s chapter network.”  
Scott’s work on the Lymphomathon is legendary.  He is responsible for many of the teams, fundraising concepts, sponsors, entertainment, and partnerships.  At first, Scott was concerned a lymphoma walk might get lost among the scores of exiting events.  To ensure success, he helped give the Lymphomathon a “personality,” brought out the media, and made the event enjoyable and memorable to establish loyalty.  He quickly realized that the walk was a vehicle that could grow the entire Chapter.  

Scott has forged important media partnerships.  This year alone he appeared on NBC 5 News, WGN radio, WJJG, two hour long radio shows with Charlene on Health Radio, two half hour shows on WLIT, Comcast Newsmakers and public services announcements aired on NBC 5, Telemundo Chicago, and WTMX.  Zoraida Sambolin of NBC 5 News recently told Scott “the reason I did the Lymphomathon is because of you . . . you’re the force behind this and you’re the force behind getting all of the media attention.”  Charlene concurs, “my husband is the mastermind behind the Lymphomathon.  He has used it to obtain incredible publicity for the event and to put LRF on the map in a big way.  He provides much of the vision for the Chapter. Pushing and promoting when his busy schedule permits.” 

Scott has contributed on the national level and is an effective public policy advocate.  He not only brings out people, he brings out the best in people.  Even doctors appreciate the difference Scott makes.  He commanded the attention of prominent physicians and patients alike when he delivered the Keynote Address at the 2006 North American Forum on Lymphoma with his patented blend of humor, humanity, and hope.  As Dr. Henry Fung of Rush said recently, “we need Scott’s leadership.” 

